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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 ROME 09017 I62000Z 
ACTION EUR- 1 2 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 H-02 SS-15 SP-02 PA-02 CIAE-00 
INR-IO NSAE-00 /044W 

1I6I77 I80909Z/23 

R 161705Z MAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY ROME 
TO USICA WASHDC 
USINFO WASHDC 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 2826 

UNCLAS ROME 9017 

USICA 

USICA PASS PGM/F 
STATE FOR EUR/P (SEIDNER) 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 

SUBJECT: FACILITATIVE ASSISTANCE EOR ROME-BASED JOURNALIST 
LEO WOLLEMBORG 

1 . POST REQUEST THAT WASHINGTON PRESS CENTER ASSIST 
ROME-BASED JOURNALIST LEO WOLLEMBORG TO OBTAIN INTERVIEWS WITH 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE GEORGE VEST, ITALIAN DESK OFEICER 
BRUNSON MCKINLEY AND SENATORS FRANK CHURCH, JOSEPH BIDEN AND 
RICHARD STONE. WOLLEMBORG IS POLITICAL COLUMNIST FOR IMPORTANT 
ROME CONSERVATIVE DAILY, IL TEMPO. HE PLANS TO BE IN 
WASHINGTON, JUNE 4-18. 

2. WOLLEMBORG WISHES DISCUSS NATO AND EAST- WEST ISSUES, 

WITH PARTICULAR REEERENCE CURRENT ITALIAN SITUATION. 

WILL HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT CURRENT US ATTITUDES TOWARD PCI, 

RED BRIGADES TERRORIST THREAT AND STRENGTH OE ITALIAN 
COMMITMENT ON NATO SOUTHERN FLANK. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 ROME 09017 I62000Z 

3. LONG-TIME EMBASSY CONTACT, WOLLEMBORG IS ONE OF BEST 
KNOWN MODERATE-CONSERVATIVE POLITICAL COMMENTATORS IN ITALY. 

HE IS STRONG SUPPORTER CURRENT AMERICAN EOREIGN POLICY, CAN 

BE EXPECTED GIVE SYMPATHETIC TREATMENT TO VIEWS OF SUGGESTED 
INTERLOCUTORS. POST REGARDS HIS VISIT AS OPPORTUNITY MAKE KEY 
US POLICY POSITIONS KNOWN TO LARGE ITALIAN AUDIENCE. 
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4. WOLLEMBORG WAS BORN IN ITALY, BUT EMIGRATED TO US BEEORE 
WW II WHERE HE OBTAINED AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP WHICH HE STILL 
ENJOYS. HE RETURNED TO ITALY IN EARLY I950'S AND HAS BEEN 
RESIDENT HERE SINCE THEN, HIS COLUMN IN IL TEMPO HAS APPEARED 
REGULARLY EOR MANY YEARS. 

5. WOLLEMBORG WOULD PREEER CONDUCT INTERVIEWS ON THE RECORD, 
WITH INDIVIDUAL ATTRIBUTION, BUT, WHERE THIS SEEMS IMPRUDENT, 

HE WOULD BE PLEASED WITH BACKGROUND BRIEEINGS. WE ASSUME THAT 
DISCUSSIONS WITH SECRETARY VEST AND BRUNSON MCKINLEY WOULD BE 
LARGELY (IE NOT ENTIRELY) ON BACKGROUND. WOLLEMBORG CAN BE 
TRUSTED TO OBSERVE GROUNDRULES. 

5. CONTACT PROPOSED INTERVIEWEES SOONEST AND ADVISE, 

BEFORE WOLLEMBORG'S MAY 23 DEPARTURE EOR AMERICA, WHICH 
MEETINGS CAN BE ARRANGED.SHIRLEY 
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